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TDSB SCHOOL HOSTS FIRST CHAMPIONSHIP IN TORONTO

FOR THE WORLD’S MOST POPULAR WORD GAME
The First Toronto District School Board (TDSB) SCRABBLE® Championship will take place at Bessborough Drive School. Students from ten schools across the TDSB in grades 4 to 8 will take part in three rounds using special rules developed for the annual ESPN-televised American National School SCRABBLE® Championship.
Parents and teachers who belong to the Toronto SCRABBLE® Club, the largest and oldest SCRABBLE® club in North America, have organized a Toronto School SCRABBLE® Championship. Its success in the classroom draws on the wide range of literacy and numeracy skills necessary to master the game, the social skills fostered by two-player team play, and the opportunity for children to measure those skills in safe competition. Longtime Director John Chew organizes major tournaments, anywhere from Mumbai to Orlando, and produces exciting web coverage including interactive games that put the viewer right in the champion's seat for the finals.
Event: 
  Toronto District School Board first SCRABBLE® Championship!
Date: 
  Tuesday, April 7, 2009
Time: 
  10:00am – 2:30 pm 
Location:  Bessborough Drive Elementary & Middle School 

    
     211 Bessborough Drive, Bayview and Eglinton 
For more information, please visit the Event Web Site: http://www.torontoscrabbleclub.com/school/ or call Toronto SCRABBLE® Club Director John Chew at 416-876-7675 or Kelly Baker, Communications and Public Affairs, TDSB at 416-395-2721. 
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The Toronto District School Board 
The Toronto District School Board is the largest school board in Canada and among the largest in North America serving 270,000 students. 
Some Facts about SCRABBLE®
The story of SCRABBLE® is a classic example of innovation and perseverance. During the Great Depression, an out-of-work architect named Alfred Mosher Butts decided to invent a board game. He did some market research to create a game that combined the vocabulary skills of crossword puzzles and anagrams, with the additional element of chance. The game was originally named Lexico, but Butts eventually decided to call the game "Criss-Cross Words."

Butts included only four S's in the game, hoping to limit the use of plurals. His first attempts to sell his game to established game manufacturers were failures, but he refined the rules and design of the game, and renamed it SCRABBLE®. The name, which means "to grope frantically," was trademarked in 1948. The first SCRABBLE® "factory" was an abandoned schoolhouse in Dodgington, Connecticut, where it turned out 12 games an hour. 
About Hasbro
Hasbro (NYSE: HAS) is a worldwide leader in children’s and family leisure time entertainment products and services, including the design, manufacture and marketing of games and toys ranging from traditional to high-tech. Both internationally and in the U.S., its PLAYSKOOL, TONKA, MILTON BRADLEY, PARKER BROTHERS, TIGER and WIZARDS OF THE COAST brands and products provide the highest quality and most recognizable play experiences in the world.

For more information about Hasbro Canada Corporation:

Contact: Sandra Paulini
HASBRO CANADA CORPORATION



(905) 238-3374 ext. 239
spaulini@hasbrocan.com 






